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Marseilles, freely admitting that he was one of the
terrorists. His task was to throw out as much confusing
and contradictory evidence as possible. This man
pointed to Colonel Perchevitch as the master mind of
the conspiracy, a crude attempt to shift the responsibility
from Pavelitch and Italy to the Habsburgists,

Italy kept Pavelitch and Kvaternik strictly incom-
municado, It was Mussolini's intention to refuse
extradition ultimately, but to keep France and Jugo-
slavia guessing until after the hearing of the case against
Hungary at Geneva. No journalists were allowed to
interview them. No detectives had access to them.
The Fascist authorities did not subject them to any
examination. It had been possible, while refusing to
surrender them to French justice, to make an indepen-
dent investigation of the part played by these men and
to publish the findings. Their evidence was of cardinal
importance and far outweighed the question of punish-
ment for crime. The French courts were held up by
the absence of Pavelitch and Kvaternik and but for the
suspense of the extradition proceedings they might have
had the trial of Krai, Pospichil and Raitch before the
case of Hungary was judged by the League of Nations.

Jevtitch, in an interview to the Petit Paris ien,
declared that "Our first duty is to await the investigation
of the Marseilles crime," but it was important for him
that the trial should take place before the session at
Geneva. But with Laval visiting Rome to make a
settlement with Italy, France had no interest in hastening
the trial. She did not use much pressure in demanding
Pavelitch and Kvaternik. The tension in Europe was
so great that had France mobilized opinion against the
Fascists she could have forced Italy to co-operate in
finding where the true blame for the crime lay.

The Hungarians were staunch. While hotly denying
their complicity in the murder they never even hinted
that Italy was involved. They had an understanding.
The Hungarian prime minister was received by MussoM